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CHAPTER 1: COMPOSITION, PURPOSE, DEFINITION

ARTICLE 1: NAME AND AUTHORITY

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Fédération Internationale de Basketball (FIBA) is an independent association composed of
national member federations worldwide, as provided for under Chapter 2 of these General
Statutes.

FIBA is the sole competent authority for basketball throughout the world and is recognised as
such by the International Olympic Committee (I0C).

FIBA maintains absolute political and religious neutrality and does not tolerate any form of
discrimination.

All bodies and officials of FIBA must observe the General Statutes, Internal Regulations, other
rules and regulations, and decisions of FIBA.

ARTICLE 2: HEADQUARTERS AND PLACE OF JURISDICTION

2.1

22

The headquarters of FIBA shall be established in Switzerland.

FIBA is subject to the laws of Switzerland and shall be organised in such a manner as to
acquire legal status, listed in the Registre du Commerce.

ARTICLE 3: NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION

3.1

3.2

FIBA is a non-profit-making organisation and does not pursue any objective for its own gains.
It shall pursue solely and directly objectives of general interest in accordance with the laws of
Switzerland. The financial resources of FIBA may be used only in pursuit of the objectives laid
down in these General Statutes.

To the extent that compensation or reimbursement of expenses is paid to individuals, it must
be appropriate, justified and related to FIBA's objectives.

FIBA has established reserve funds and uses such funds in accordance with the laws of
Switzerland. The Central Board decides the policy on the usage of the reserves.

ARTICLE 4: MISSION AND ROLE

4.1

The mission of FIBA is to promote the sport of basketball throughout the world and to lead the
basketball movement as recognised by the International Olympic Committee. FIBA's role is to:
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a. Control, regulate, supervise and direct, and to foster, encourage and advance the
sport of baskethall and the practice of men’s and women’s basketball in all its forms
and in all age groups in every country worldwide;

b. Manage basketball throughout the world through participation, development,
competition, and commercial means;

c. Ensure that baskethall throughout the world is carried on in a manner which allows
the sport to be competitive and fair;

d. Formulate or adopt and implement appropriate policies in relation to discrimination,

sexual harassment, equal opportunity, equity, drugs and doping, health, safety,
infectious diseases, and such other matters as arise from time to time as issues to be
addressed in basketball;

e. Adopt, formulate, issue, interpret, implement and amend from time to time such rules
(including the official rules of the game) and regulations as are necessary for the
control and conduct of baskethall throughout the world;

f. Allocate and control the conduct and administration of all official international
competitions at national team and club level;

g. License and/or endorse the conduct and management of international basketball
competitions or games where this is in the interests of furthering its mission and role;

h. Establish and maintain a FIBA basketball judicial system, providing processes for the

appeal of decisions and the settlement of disputes;

i. Pursue itself or through another entity commercial arrangements, including
sponsorship and marketing opportunities and commercial arrangements in relation to
FIBA's intellectual property, as are appropriate to further its mission and role;

J. Provide for the representation of FIBA at international events which will extend and
enhance its control and management of basketball throughout the world;

k. Promote the recognition of basketball as one of the world’s leading sports;

l. Do all that is reasonably necessary to enable its mission and role to be achieved and
to enable the national member federations to receive the benefits which FIBA's
mission and role are intended to achieve;

m. Co-operate with, join with, and/or support any association, organisation, foundation,
society or individual where the activities or purposes are similar to those of FIBA or
which advance basketball throughout or in specific parts of the world;

Have regard to the public interest in its operations; and
Undertake and/or do all such things or activities as are necessary, incidental or
conducive to the advancement of its mission and role.

ARTICLE 5: RULES AND REGULATIONS

In addition to these General Statutes, FIBA may regulate basketball activities worldwide through the
enactment of Internal Regulations, other rules and regulations, and decisions.
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CHAPTER 2: MEMBERSHIP OF FIBA

ARTICLE 6: MEMBERS OF FIBA

Only national basketball federations may become members of FIBA. Those national federations listed
in the Annex to these General Statutes are members of FIBA.

ARTICLE 7: ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP OF FIBA

1.1

1.2

1.3

14

1.5

16

An applicant national federation seeking membership in FIBA must be the controlling body of
basketball in a country which is an independent state, recognised by the international
community. This provision shall not affect the status of existing members.

Subject to Article 7.3, only one (1) national basketball federation per country shall be admitted
to membership in FIBA.

FIBA may accept an application for membership from a federation in a region which is
recognised by the international community as an emerging independent state, provided that
such an application is supported by the national member federation of the country on which
the region is dependent.

Before admitting an applicant federation to membership of FIBA, the Central Board shall
satisfy itself that the applicant federation fully controls and governs both men’s and women's
basketball in its country, and is in good standing in that country.

Strict observance of the Official Basketball Rules and of the provisions contained in the
General Statutes, the Internal Regulations of FIBA, other rules and regulations, and decisions
of FIBA, both in spirit and letter, is the primary condition for obtaining and maintaining
membership in FIBA.

Admission procedures are set out in the Internal Regulations of FIBA.

ARTICLE 8: RIGHTS OF MEMBERS

8.1

National member federations have the following rights:

a. To take part and to vote in the Congress;
b. To make proposals for inclusion in the agenda of the Congress;
To nominate candidates for the President, the Treasurer and other members of the
Central Board as per Article 15.1.4.b;
To nominate candidates for the FIBA Commissions;
To take part in the main official competitions of FIBA,
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f. To take part in and benefit from FIBA's assistance, development and educational
programmes organised directly or through the Regional Offices;

g. To exercise all other rights arising from these General Statutes, the Internal
Regulations, other rules and regulations, and decisions of FIBA; and

h. To exercise all other rights arising from the Zone Regulations.

8.2 The exercise of these rights is subject to the provisions in these General Statutes, the Internal
Regulations, and other rules and regulations, and decisions of FIBA.

ARTICLE 9: OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS
9.1 National member federations must

a. maintain full control and governance of basketball in their country, including without
limitation, control over their national competitions;
remain in good standing (including in good financial standing);

c. participate in official international activities and competitions; and

d. ensure at all times that their leagues, clubs, players and officials participate only in
international activities and competitions officially recognized by the respective
national member federation and by FIBA; and

e. enact rules whereby they can disqualify a club from the national championship, or
cause the respective league to disqualify such club, should that club participate in a
non-recognized league.

9.2 National member federations must observe all regulations and decisions of FIBA and ensure
that their members and their various bodies (including leagues and clubs) also comply with
them. They shall promote amicahle and courteous relations with other national member
federations and their members, officials and players.

9.3 The statutes and regulations of national member federations must comply fully with the
General Statutes and Internal Regulations of FIBA. The General Statutes and Internal
Regulations of FIBA shall form part of the national member federations’ statutes and
regulations. In the event of doubt or conflict, the General Statutes and Internal Regulations of
FIBA shall prevail.

9.4 National member federations must ensure that basketball in their country is played in
accordance with the Official Basketball Rules, and that the FIBA Calendar and the obligation
to release players for national teams in accordance with the Internal Regulations are
respected. This obligation of national member federations applies to both national and
international competitions played in their country.

9.5 National member federations shall establish a system for the resolution of disputes by
independent arbitration, excluding — to the extent legally possible — recourse to the state
courts. They shall promote recourse to and recognise decisions of the Court of Arbitration for
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Sport (CAS) and the awards of the Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT) and shall ensure that
said decisions and awards are legally binding for and enforced by national member
federations, clubs, leagues, players, managers, officials and agents.

9.6 National member federations must ensure that their policies and programmes are in
compliance with those of FIBA. In particular, they shall embrace

ARTICLE 10: SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS



